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ASX Release 

9 June 2026 

 

TURTLE TO CLINICAL ADVISORY BOARD AND FIORENZA TO LEAD INVESTIGATOR  

 

Improving its readiness for clinical trials due to start in Q3 CY26, Arovella Therapeutics Ltd (ASX: ALA) has 
appointed Professor Cameron Turtle to its Clinical Advisory Board and Dr Sam Fiorenza as the Lead Principal 
Investigator for its first-in-human clinical trial for ALA-101 at The Alfred in Melbourne. 

Professor Turtle is an internationally recognised leader in cellular immunotherapy and CAR-T cell 
development and has extensive experience with novel cell therapies in clinical trials. His appointment 
strengthens Arovella’s clinical strategy and first-in-human studies. He is the Professor and CLEARbridge Chair 
in Cancer Immunotherapy at the University of Sydney and Medical Director of the Immune Effector Cell 
Service at Royal North Shore Hospital. Previously, he spent 17 years at Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center in 
Seattle, where he became Professor and Anderson Family Endowed Chair for Immunotherapy and led clinical 
and laboratory research programs in CAR T-cell therapy for blood cancers.  

Prof. Turtle’s work included early clinical studies of CD19 CAR T-cell therapies that helped inform the 
development of Breyanzi® (lisocabtagene maraleucel or liso-cel), a now-approved CD19 CAR T-cell therapy 
for several B-cell malignancies. His appointment strengthens Arovella’s clinical development expertise and 
access to global clinical, academic and pharmaceutical networks as the Company advances ALA-101, its lead 
CD19 CAR iNKT-cell program for blood cancers and autoimmune diseases. 

Professor Turtle said “I am delighted to join Arovella’s Clinical Advisory Board at this stage in the clinical 
development of ALA-101 for haematological cancers. Despite the major advances achieved with T-cell 
therapies, important challenges remain, including timely patient access, manufacturing complexity, 
durability of response and tumour escape. ALA-101 has been designed with several important differentiating 
features, including its off-the-shelf allogeneic CAR-iNKT platform and its potential for dual tumour antigen 
targeting. I look forward to working with the Arovella team as they advance this promising program into 
clinical evaluation for patients with CD19-positive blood cancers.” 

Dr Fiorenza’s transition to Lead Principal Investigator is based on his deep understanding of the ALA-101 
program and ensures strong clinical leadership for the trial.  

Arovella remains on track to commence the ALA-101 first-in-human trial in Q3 CY26.  

Arovella’s Acting Chief Executive Officer, Dr Nicole van der Weerden, said “Professor Turtle’s extensive 
experience in developing and delivering transformative cell therapies will be invaluable as we advance ALA-
101 in the clinic. We also thank Dr Fiorenza for accepting the pivotal role of Lead Principal Investigator for 
our first clinical study.” 

Chairman David Williams said “Patients are desperate for a solution, including participating in what might be 
a breakthrough clinical trial and treatment. We owe it to those patients, their clinicians, and ourselves, to get 
into the clinic as soon as possible.” 
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Release authorised by the Arovella Limited Board of Directors. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Dr Nicole Van Der Weerden  David Williams  
Acting Chief Executive Officer  Chairman 
E   nvanderweerden@arovella.com E dwilliams@kidder.com.au 
M +61 407 039 983   M + 61 414 383 594  
 

About Arovella Therapeutics Ltd 

Arovella Therapeutics Ltd (ASX: ALA) is a biotechnology company focused on developing its invariant natural 
killer T (iNKT) cell therapy platform licenced from Imperial College London to treat blood cancers and solid 
tumours. Arovella’s lead product is ALA-101. ALA-101 consists of CAR19-iNKT cells that have been modified 
to produce a Chimeric Antigen Receptor (CAR) that targets CD19. CD19 is an antigen found on the surface of 
numerous cancer types. iNKT cells also contain an invariant T cell receptor (iTCR) that targets glycolipid bound 
CD1d, another antigen found on the surface of several cancer types. ALA-101 has had its Investigational New 
Drug application (IND) accepted by the US FDA and is being developed as an allogeneic cell therapy, which 
means it can be given from a healthy donor to a patient. Arovella is also expanding into solid tumour 
treatment through its CLDN18.2-targeting technology licensed from Sparx Group. Arovella will also 
incorporate its IL-12-TM technology into its solid tumour programs. 

 

Glossary: iNKT cell – invariant Natural Killer T cells; CAR – Chimeric Antigen Receptor that can be introduced 
into immune cells to target cancer cells; TCR – T cell receptors are a group of proteins found on immune cells 
that recognise fragments of antigens as peptides bound to MHC complexes; B-cell lymphoma – A type of 
cancer that forms in B cells (a type of immune system cell); CD1d – Cluster of differentiation 1, which is 
expressed on some immune cells and cancer cells; aGalCer – alpha-galactosylceramide is a specific ligand for 
human and mouse natural killer T cells. It is a synthetic glycolipid. 

For more information, visit www.arovella.com 
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